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SUBJECT: 


Presidential Telephone Calls to 
Members of Congress who Visited 
Vietnam and Cambodia 


2 

On their return from Vietnam with the Congressional delegation. 
Ambassador Martin, Phil Habib, Erich von Marbod, Bob Wolthius 
and other Executive staffers all agreed it would be extremely help- 
ful if the President would call the individual Members of Congress 
who went to Vietnam and Cambodia at his request. They all 

worked very hard and they will all welcome such a gesture of 
appreciation. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

* 

That you sign the attached memorandum to Warren Rustand (Tab JL) 
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WASHINGTON 
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MEMORANDUM FOR WARREN S. RUSTAND 


FROM: 


SUBJECT: 


Brent Scowcroft 

Presidential Telephone Calls to Members of 
Congress who Visited Vietnam and Cambodia 


The Congressional delegation that visited Indochina at the President's 
request has now returned. A member of ou* rtaff who accompame 
the delegation believes that it was a very fruitful effort and that the 
members of Congress all worked hard to learn the facts of the 

situation. 

All the members of the Executive who accompanied the ‘ 

including Ambassador Martin and Assistant Secretary Ha president 

as Bob Wolthius, believe it would be extremely use 

could call each Member of Congress on the de!e gat ion as soon^ 

Tina Bible oreferably this afternoon. They believe that a cal 
[he President expressing his appreciation for the group’s efforts 

will be very well received. 

The attached talking points (Tab A) should be used for each call. The 

. on lied are Senator Dewey Bartlett (R-Okla), Represen 
persons to be called are senator y . , m M T i 

tatives Paul McCloskey, Jr. (R-Cal), Milhcent Fenwick (R-N. J .). 
Bella Abzug (D-N. Y. ), Donald Frazer (D-Minn. ), John Flynt, Jr. 
(D-Ga), William Chappell, (D-Fla), and John Murtha, ( - a). 
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RE COMMENDED TELEPHONE CALL 




TO: Senator Dewey Bartlett (R-Okla) 

Representative John Flynt, Jr. (D-Ga) 
Representative Paul McCloskey, Jr. (R-Cal) 
Representative Millicent Fenwick (R-NJ) 
Representative Bella Abzug (D-NY) 
Representative Donald Frazer (D-Minn) 
Representative William Chappell (D-Fla) 
Representative John Murtha (D-Pa) 


RECOMMENDED BY: Brent Scowcroft 


PURPOSE: 


To express appreciation for the participation of 
each member of Congress in this delegation. 


BACKGROUND: 



A group of eight members of Congress visited 
Vietnam and Cambodia at your request this last 
week. The common judgment of the Executive 
Branch officials who accompanied the delegation 
is that the trip was well worth the effort. Almost 
' all the members of Congress who took the trip 
had an opportunity to learn more about the reasons 
for your aid request, and can be expected to be 
more sympathetic to that request. This is true 
despite some of the press reports that indicate 
controversy about such problems as the alleged 
political prisoners in South Vietnam. 

Ambassador Martin and Assistant Secretary Habib 
as w ell as Bob Wolthius, who accompanied the 
delegation, all believe that a telephone call from 
you expressing appreciation for the efforts of the 
members of Congress would be very well received 
and would have a positive effect. 


TALKING POINTS: 1. Welcome back to Washington, I trust your 

trip to Vietnam and Cambodia was worth your 
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efforts* It is clear from press accounts 
here that you worked very hard while you 
were out there* 

2* I want to meet with you and all the members 
of the delegation as soon as possible to hear 
in detail a report of your findings. 

3. I believe your going to Southeast Asia was an 
important contribution to our growing dialogue 
on our policy there. I want you to know that 

I personally appreciate your participation in 
this mission. I believe it was essential if we 
are to make rational decisions about our future 
policy toward that part of the world. 
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4. (If any controversial points are raised) I 
appreciate your viewpoint and I hope we will 
have a chance to talk about these things when 
we meet. 
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